[Aorto-anastomotic fistula following resection of carcinoma of the esophagus].
This paper reports 5 cases of aorto-anastomotic fistula following resection of carcinoma of the esophagus with a review of literature. There were 4 males and 1 female. The tumors were located in the lower third of the esophagus in all cases. All patients had anastomosis under the aortic arch. The hemorrhage occurred postoperatively from 15 to 22 days. All patients died. The interval between hemorrhage and death varied from 1 to 7 days. Three of the 5 patients underwent autopsy. The clinical characters, diagnostic methods, surgical treatment and preventive measures are discussed.